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(November 16, 1849 – May 11, 1910) was
an Irish-born American poet and journalist.
He was for many years a member of the
staff of the New York Tribune. Biography

Kelly was born in Clonmultin, County
Offaly, Ireland, the third of the ten children
of James Kelly, a small farmer. His father
died when he was still a boy, and in 1858,

his mother, who owned land in her own
right, sent him to live with a cousin in
Ballynafeigh, County Cork, where he

attended the local national school for two
years. In 1864, while visiting relatives in

Dundalk, he and his cousin spotted a notice
of an American patent for a new kind of

textile that was being successfully
manufactured in New York City. Because
the patent was not yet legal in the United

Kingdom and he had not travelled to
America in advance, the intended

emigration to America proved impossible.
Kelly and his cousin, however, were able to

obtain enough money to send for their
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mother, who came and joined them in
Ireland. They then set out for England,

where he found employment in a cotton
factory. A few months later, however, a

change of employers allowed him to take
up positions as a cobbler and a church

parlor keeper. In 1869, at the age of 18,
Kelly left Ireland for the United States. He
found employment as a printer, but lost

that job when he was briefly employed by a
newspaper in West Virginia, before he
moved to Detroit to accept a job at the

Detroit Gazette. He remained in Detroit for
five years, finding work as a compositor

and a typesetter at the
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