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Association's representatives that, since the matter of the subcontract was still
under consideration, they were under the impression that their contract did

not contemplate a settlement of that matter. On April 21 the Board's
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representatives stated to the Association's negotiators that the union was
unwilling to agree to a settlement of the subcontracting question in the

negotiations which had been discontinued. The negotiations were continued
on April 26, 27, and April 28. They were again resumed on May 3, on which
date the representatives of the Association stated that if the Union would

agree to permit the Bituminous Coal Operators' Association to apply to the
General Electric Company for a subcontracting clause in the electricians'

contract, it would agree to the settlement of the others. The Board
representatives replied that the Union was unwilling to accept the suggested
settlement and requested to be permitted to consider it. On May 5 the parties
again met, and on May 7 the Board's representatives stated that they found it

impossible to reach an understanding with the Bituminous Coal Operators'
Association and requested additional time. They stated that they would not
agree to accept a settlement until agreement had been reached, and they

requested the assistance of this Court. On May 14 they advised that no
settlement was possible. [31] See notes 7 and 8, supra, and accompanying
text. [32] Cf. text accompanying note 16, supra. [33] See Commissioner's

opinion, pages 566
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