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2019 movie listTexas Republicans who opposed Supreme Court nominee Neil Gorsuch say they aren’t surprised by President Trump's decision to nominate someone more conservative. Instead, they worry that the nominee could reverse the wins made possible by two key rulings made by the justice who announced her retirement in the past two weeks. The justices’ rulings on abortion and affirmative action have been a flashpoint for the Republican Party for the past 40 years and are key to a diverse Trump coalition that fueled his election in 2016. Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the president-elect’s most likely pick, is the mother of five and has worked as a judge in the past. The nominee, a swing vote in the 5-4 rulings, has not been announced and her replacement could tip the balance of the court. Speculation on a Trump replacement was high before his announcement last week
that Gorsuch would be a candidate. The president’s decision will inject a fresh consideration for Republicans in the Senate, who have made clear they want to avoid another messy nomination fight. Instead of choosing an appeals court judge, Trump opted for a relatively unknown federal appellate court judge who was first nominated by former President George W. Bush in 2006. Gorsuch, 49, is viewed as a mainstream conservative who sided with the conservative wing on many key issues, including abortion. He has supported overturning Roe v. Wade, a 1973 Supreme Court decision that allowed states to criminalize the practice. Democrats remain divided over how to proceed after Trump’s announcement. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, the ranking Democrat on the Judiciary Committee, said Trump’s pick is “another completely unacceptable nominee whose only loyalty is to the corporate
special interests who have funded his campaign.” She said that she was not surprised at Trump’s nomination. “Regardless of the Trump’s latest aberrant decision, we will not allow an extremist like Judge Gorsuch or the likes of Judge Scalia or Kennedy to dominate the Supreme Court,” Feinstein said in a statement. Gorsuch is not among the most liberal or conservative justices, sitting near the center of the court, but many Republicans have long eyed him as a candidate and the pick was expected before Trump released his list of 11 finalists on Jan. 9. With Ginsburg's impending departure, the pick would be the third woman on the court. Before Trump’s announcement,
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