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to deny that Mayor Thomas M. Menino has shown many signs of leaving his mark on the city of Boston in just a short amount of time. Following in his footsteps are his two direct-reports, Deputy Mayor Steve Murphy and Chief of Police Edward F. Davis. In his newly-announced departure from the Boston Police Department, Davis announced that he

intends to serve his city by remaining “dedicated to the welfare of the people I serve.” Along with Chief Davis’ retirement, Murphy was “promoted” to Deputy Mayor in December of 2008. Murphy was unanimously elected at a city council meeting in January of 2008 and was sworn in as the City’s first Deputy Mayor that month. Murphy resigned from the
force in May of 2012 and has since assumed his new position as Deputy Mayor. Chief Davis’ final day with the BPD will be on September 30th, 2011, but the Chief will continue to participate in the former Mayor’s transition team and hope to have a new police chief in place in time for the commencement of the 2012 municipal elections. “It has been an

honor to work with such a remarkable and dedicated group of people,” said Chief Davis. “I look forward to helping them move ahead. But I also look forward to serving my community by remaining dedicated to the welfare of the people I serve.” Chief Davis’ announcement of his retirement comes a short three weeks after Mayor Thomas M. Menino
voiced a widely reported “resignation” in a July 31st letter to his council. As noted by WBUR, the statement was made to the Boston Police Lodge, a union for BPD officers. While the BPD will likely find itself without a mayor until a replacement can be found, it seems unlikely that Davis would have stepped down without an understanding of the future of

his department and the city. This latest move is evidence of a transition as significant as those surrounding Mayor Menino’s resignation and full-out exit. Police officers, citizens and all those who have had the pleasure to live
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