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San AndresoUpdate: | originally thought that Airplane Mode

meant exactly that. Turns out | was wrong, sort of. It really

does mean airplane mode. But, the device only "turns of f"

wireless data from the carrier. So, theoretically, wifi could

still be on. Y ou turn Airplane Mode on with the slider and
press the power button to turn off the screen and unplug.

Y ou turn it back on by pressing the power button again.
Instead of turning off all wireless data, it only switches off
the data from the carrier. So, for example, if you're on
AT&T (or T-Mobile), you can still use AT& T wifi hotspots.
It won't help you to use Verizon's stuff, but it will let you use
your own. Oh, and it won't work on anything cellular-only.
It's a software only thing. Y ou still need a data connection to
use it. Original story: An operator of several Android-
powered WiFi hotspots is offering a hardware-based solution
to the problem of turning off the data connection without
turning off wireless. Aslong as adevice is connected to its
carrier, turning off the device's screen via Airplane Mode
will disable data usage, regardless of what cell provider the
deviceisusing. It'saclever bit of reverse engineering,
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because a carrier that handles both voice and data traffic
would likely want to flip its own cellular switch to avoid
losing any voice traffic. Before anyone laughs off thisas a
stupid idea or that it has been tried, it is Apple which has
been trying for years to get carriers to add the option of
turning off datatraffic to their devices on WiFi with no
success. And, if you have any doubt about the efficacy of
this idea you can point to Apple's track record of awful
hardware decisions: the design of the iPhone 4, the lack of a
SD card slot on the original iPad, the iPad 3's Verizon-
exclusive 3G access, etc. It should go without saying that a
device plugged into the wall that isn't power connected is
probably not going to last aslong as one that is. It's probably
going to cost you abit more, too. out the major issues that
need to be addressed; so check out the three over f30f4ceada
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